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eighteenth century ended in a European war. Its political
system, to some extent its economic and social system, were
threatened with ruin not merely by the general war, but by
the rise of a violently propagandist state (the French Republic),
which had a different' system ' from the rest. The system of
the eighteenth century, however, survived the catastrophe, and
was restored, with modifications, after twenty-two years of
warfare. The nineteenth century likewise (if we reckon it as
coming down to 1914) ended in general war and the rise of a
propagandist state, Russia, with a different system from the
rest. The Restoration of 1919 was not as complete as that of
1815; and the survival of the old European system, based on
classical culture, the Christian religion, and individual freedom,
is still in doubt. Its survival probably depends on the same
question as that which the eighteenth century failed to solve,
the question whether it can eliminate war from Europe's
civilization.
Voltaire was the great hater and derider of war; but derision,
which is an appeal to reason, has little relation to war, which
is an appeal from reason to force. Nevertheless, Voltaire's
satire has been of weight in the peace movement. Candide is
full of it.1 The incident of the crimping of Candide for the
service of the King of Bulgaria has been mentioned. The
same incident shows Voltaire's view on the question of a
soldier's interest in his master or in his enemy. War, Voltaire
seems to say, is unreasonable, absurd, for many reasons, among
others because those who have to bear the brunt of it seldom,
if ever, know what they are fighting for. One of the crimps
who sups with Candide in the tavern at Valdberghoff-trarbk-
d&dorff inquires if he does not " tenderly love the King of
the Bdgars," " Not at all," replies Candide, " fpr I have
never seea him." "How?''saysthe crimp. "He is the most
charming of kings." Candide enters the service, greeted ehthu-
siasticalfy by the crimp as " the support, the defender, the
hero, of the Bulgars." He goes off to the wars in Bulgaria,
the eternal and incredibly tedious and fatiguing marching and
1 Voltains* Candide, Chapter IH,